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           From the Pastor 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,  
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,  

it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity,  
it was the season of Light,  it was the season of Darkness,  
it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair… 

 

I was reminded of these opening words of Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities 
and its pairs of extremes by the way that the month of April will unfold as a month 
of extremes for us in our Christian devotion. April begins with Jesus raising his 
friend Lazarus from the dead (April 2), drawing the ire of religious authorities 
who decide that he must die. Then, the Jerusalem crowd’s Palm Sunday shouts of 
“Hosanna!” (April 9) quickly become “Crucify him!” as Holy Week builds toward 
Maundy Thursday (April 13, 6:30pm) and Good Friday (April 14, 6:30pm)--the 
painful extreme of the month, as the innocent Jesus is put to death on a cross. 
 
But as quickly as the gravity of Jesus’ death hits us, we reach a joyous extreme--
the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter morning (April 16 - breakfast at 
7:30am, worship at 9:00). We rejoice in Jesus’ demonstrating that God is more 
powerful than anything...even death! After this, our celebration of the resurrection 
continues the rest of the month and beyond, as the Easter season lasts for seven 
Sundays. We will welcome several new members into the congregation at our 
Celebration of Discipleship on April 23, and round out the month with the 
beginning of a two-week sermon series explaining why we worship the way we do 
(April 30 & May 7). 
 
So, we have a lot of extremes this month, but that is just a fact of Christian life. 
There is no Easter without Good Friday, no empty tomb without an occupied 
cross, no resurrection without death. Likewise, there is no joy without suffering--
we must experience both to establish the contrast between the two. I love that our 
Lutheran heritage helps us remember and live out these truths, both in the shape 
of our worship and in our persistent faith in God's grace and forgiveness. Only 
God can make the cross--the ancient Roman instrument of death--into the symbol 
of new life for the whole world, pain and defeat walking side by side with renewal 
and victory. 
 
God calls us to the cross to ponder the mystery of faith--that Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, and Christ will come again. This is the mystery that is revealed to 
us, little by little, each day as we follow Jesus. And it is in this holy time of the year 
that the Holy Spirit most powerfully invites us to consider all that Jesus has done 
for us and for the world. Let us set out together on a journey toward the cross, 
trusting in our crucified Lord’s strength and looking always with abundant hope 
on the empty tomb, for Christ is risen! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Micah 
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What’s Happening at Trinity in April 

Sunday, April 2  8:15am  Youth Choir Warm-up   
  9:00am  Worship with Youth Choir 
 

Wed., April 5  7:15pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  

Sunday, April 9  8:15am  Chimes Rehearsal 
(Palm Sunday)  8:40am  Trumpets, Conga, & Organ Rehearsal 
  9:00am  Worship with Piano, Organ, Drums, & Chimes 
  10:00am  K-4th Choir Rehearsal 
  11:15am  Women & Youth Choirs, Flute Rehearsal 
 

Wed., April 12     5:45pm  K-4th Choir Rehearsal 
  6:00pm  Brass & Organ Rehearsal 
  6:15pm  Chimes Rehearsal 
  6:45pm  Women & Youth Choirs, with Flute Rehearsal 
  7:00pm  Choirs, Piccolo, & Tambourine Rehearsal 
   

Thurs., April 13  6:00pm  Women & Youth Choirs, Flute Warm-up 
(Maundy Thursday)  6:30pm  Worship with Youth & Women, & Flute 
 
 

Friday, April 14  5:40pm  Brass Warm-up 
(Good Friday)  5:50pm  Chimes Warm-up 
  6:00pm  Girls Vocal Ensemble Warm-up 
  6:15pm  Vocal Solo, Piano Warm-up 
  6:30pm  Worship with Chimes, Flute, Vocal Solo, Youth  
  

Sunday, April 16  8:15am  Chimes Rehearsal 
(Easter)  8:30am  Choirs, Piccolo, & Tambourine Rehearsal 
  8:45am  K-4th Choir Rehearsal   
  9:00am  Worship with Chimes, Brass, Choirs, Piccolo, 
     & Tambourine 
 

Sunday, April 23  8:15am  Gathering Choir Rehearsal   
  9:00am  Worship with Gathering Choir 
 

Wed., April 26  7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, April 30  8:30am  Horns, Piano Warm-up 
  9:00am  Worship with Horns & Piano 
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Palm Sunday  

This year’s Palm Sunday service (April 9) will be different from past years. Pastor has brought a new order of    

service he developed in his previous congregation that will help us focus powerfully on the story of Jesus’ 

Passion. Instead of reading the Passion story in the middle of the normal service, we will be compressing the 

main part of the service to read the Passion at the end as an introduction to Holy Week. 
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Trinity Youth to Host Easter Breakfast 
 

The Youth at Trinity are hosting breakfast from 7:30 - 8:30 on Easter morning, April 16th.  They will be preparing 

and serving the meal as a fundraiser for their trip to the Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas in the summer of 

2018, so please be sure to come show your support for their trip.   After you have eaten, please stay for worship at 

9:00 to receive the good news that “Christ is Risen Indeed!”    Immediately after worship, there will also be an 

Easter egg hunt for the children in attendance.  Everyone is welcome to come on Easter morning and enjoy good 

food, fellowship, and inspiration. 

Vacation Bible School 2017 - June 19-22 
This year’s Vacation Bible School program is going to be “Maker Fun Factory-Created by God, Built for a Purpose”, 

where kids will discover that God made them the way they are, and for a purpose too!  The VBS planners have 

decided on the week of June 19-22nd for this week of fun activities, and they will be needing volunteers to help - 

either during the week or with set-building and set-up.  Please contact Jenni Kees, Kathy Clifford, or Sarah 

Eveland if you would like to help.  An informational meeting will be scheduled soon, so please watch your May 

Tidings and bulletins for more information on this year’s VBS.   

Holy Week Schedule at Trinity 

Palm Sunday:    Worship at 9:00am with Special Music - Piano, Organ, Drums and Chimes 

Maundy Thursday:   Worship at 6:30 with Special Music - Women & Youth Choirs with Flute 

Good Friday:  Worship at 6:30 with Special Music - Brass, Chimes, Flute, Vocal Solo and Youth Ensemble 

Easter Sunday:  Breakfast at 7:30 - 8:30am, hosted by Trinity Youth as a fundraiser (see article below) 

   Worship at 9:00am with Special Music - Chimes, Choirs, Piccolo, Tambourine and Brass 

   Easter Egg Hunt - 10:30am for all the children  

Northern Conference “Pedal for a Purpose” - May 27 

Pedal for a Purpose is back again this year, raising funds for Lutheran Social Services of 

Illinois!  Instead of one big bike tour, though, the Conferences of our Synod are 

organizing local events.  Trinity is already a huge part of our Northern Conference 

event, which is planned for Saturday, May 27.  Pastor Micah has planned a 33-mile bike 

ride for that afternoon, and Bill Whitehouse and Larry Fain are building a wooden 

cross that will be assembled at a festival worship service that evening.  Stay tuned for 

more information about how you can get involved by donating, riding, helping in the 

kitchen, and more! 


