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           From the Pastor 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Last month, I wrote to you about the Lutheran emphasis on community service 

ministry, sharing my joyous experiences with the Fulton County Social Service 

Committee. After the fact, it occurred to me that that article would be a great 

kickoff to Trinity’s celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation, a celebration that will be at its peak around October 31 (the date on 

which Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on a church door in Wittenberg, 

Germany in 1517). My newsletter articles for you in the coming months will each 

explore a different highlight of our great Lutheran tradition. 
 

This month, I emphasize here God’s great gift to us of Holy Baptism. Now, many of 

you have probably discovered by now that I talk about Baptism a lot in my 

sermons, and that is because Baptism is one of the most important things God has 

given us. We are baptized once--washed once with water and God’s Word--but the 

effects of Baptism last a lifetime, as we are given forgiveness of sins and eternal 

salvation through this sacrament. 
 

Baptism is a gift God freely gives us, without any work or particular worthiness of 

our own, and if you have ever received a truly wonderful gift, you know how 

difficult it is to ever thank the giver enough for such a gift. Thus, each day of our 

lives is an exercise in saying “Thank you” to God for the gift of Holy Baptism as we 

die each day to sin and rise again to new life in Christ (Romans 6:4 & Luther’s 

Small Catechism). 
 

Here are some ways that you can say “Thank You” to God for your baptism: 

1.Either aloud or silently, thank God when you turn on a water faucet. 

2.Thank God whenever you travel near a body of water. Thankfully, our home 

here in Spoon River Country means that we can find that water without 

traveling very far! 

3.You can even use 21st-century technology to thank God through a fun 

ongoing  project we will call Remember Your Baptism Selfies. In your travels, 

pause at a body of water, thank God for your baptism, and snap a selfie or 

family picture (with the water!) on your phone or camera. Then, email your 

pictures (with captions if you want) to the church office, and we will post 

them in an album on the church Facebook page! I will post my first few selfies 

in the album as the month begins.   
 

So, as our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation gets 

into high gear over the coming months, let us all daily thank God for the gift of 

Holy Baptism that unites Jesus’ followers in God’s care--no matter the 

denomination of Christianity to which we belong. 

  

Peace, 

Pastor Micah 
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Sunday, June 4 8:15am Gathering Choir Rehearsal 
 9:00am Worship with Gathering Choir 
 
Sunday, June 11 9:00am Worship with Special Music 
 
Sunday, June 18 Worship with Flute Solo 
 
Sunday, June 25 Worship with VBS Kids & Women’s Ensemble with Ukulele 
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For Your Consideration 

SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT 

Teaching People How to Grow In Their Faith 
 

One of the joys and responsibilities of being a parent (or grandparent) is teaching your children (or grandchildren) 
basic life skills, i.e. things like how to get dressed; or the proper way to hold and use a utensil; how to behave in 
public; how to get along with others; how to do household chores; how to manage money; how to cook; or even 
how to ride a bicycle or drive a car. We teach children how to do these things, so that they may be better prepared 
or more effective in their daily lives. 
 

Every family is different and every family takes a different approach as to how it teaches future generations how to 
do these things. Some parents play an active role in parenting their children, while other parents are more passive. 
The same could be said of the Church. One of the joys and responsibilities of being a member of the body of Christ 
is that we teach future generations basic life skills. We teach others how to do certain things that will help them to 
be better prepared or more effective in how they live out their faith. Some congregations take an active role in 
their educational ventures, while other congregations play a more passive role.  
 

 With that in mind, what do you and your congregation, teach others? What do you and your congregation teach 
others about God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit? What do you teach people about the Bible, or worship, or prayer? 
What do you teach people about some basic Christian life skills, i.e. how to behave; how to help others; or even 
how to manage money? What is your congregation teaching, in order that people may be better prepared or more 
effective in their daily lives? 
 

These are important questions for us to ask ourselves, because they provide us with the opportunity for us to ex-
amine the things that we teach and our motivations for teaching. They also help us to evaluate the effectiveness of 
our congregation’s teaching ministry. What role does Christian education play in the life and ministry of your con-
gregation? How important is it for your congregation to teach people how to grow in their faith? What could be 
done to make your congregation’s ministry of Christian education more effective? What basic life skills do you 
think are important for all people to know? 

Reflection Questions 
 

1.     What is the most important thing that your congregation teaches others? 
2.     How does what your congregation teaches, “prepare people to be better prepared or more effective in how 

they live out their faith”? 
3.      Why do you think it is important for your congregation to teach people how to grow in their faith? 
  
Pastor Bob Dealey 
Coordinator for Communications and Networking 
Central/Southern Synod of Illinois 
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Vacation Bible School 2017 - June 19-22 
 

This year’s Vacation Bible School program is “Maker Fun Factory-Created by God, Built for a Purpose”.   At Maker 
Fun Factory, kids discover that God made them—and for a purpose!  Kids participate in memorable Bible-
learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, experience 
one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-
Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long.   Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all 
around them through something called God Sightings.  Each day concludes with the Funshop Finale that gets 
everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. Family members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for 
this special time each evening at 8:00pm.  Kids at Maker Fun Factory VBS will also join a missions effort to fund 
the digging of effective clean water wells for remote villages in Peru.  Maker Fun Factory is for kids from Pre-
school to 6th grade and will run from 6:00pm to 8:15pm each day.  

A Successful Northern Conference “Pedal for a Purpose”   

The Northern Conference Pedal for a Purpose event was held on Saturday, May 27 and was a wonderful 
celebration in support of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois! Pastor Micah was one of five riders who battled 
tough conditions on the Rock Island State Trail to complete the 30+ mile ride from St. Timothy Lutheran Church in 
Wyoming, IL to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Peoria. The group added two other riders for a 15-mile trip, and ten 
others participated in the 3-mile Family Ride along the trail. The day concluded with a picnic and worship in the 
yard at St. Paul, and the worship service featured prayer while Pastor Micah assembled the wooden Northern 
Conference Cross that was built by Trinity’s Bill Whitehouse and Larry Fain. The cross will be on display at the 
Synod Assembly in Collinsville from June 1-3. The Conference event added about $150 to Trinity’s total Pedal for a 
Purpose contribution, which stands at $366. Donate through June 11 to help us reach a $500 goal! Checks may be 
made payable to “Central/Southern Illinois Synod” with “Pedal for a Purpose” on the memo line. 

Canton YWCA to Sponsor Summer Food Program   

Last summer the USDA’s Summer Food Service Program served 1,500 free lunches to school-age children in 
Canton and Lewistown.  The program is offered Monday – Friday starting Thursday, June 1st, and ending Fri-
day, August 11th, except July 4th.  Meals in Canton are served beginning at noon at *The Salvation Army, Mon-
day through Friday.  In addition, meals will be served beginning at 11:30am at the Illinois Street Christian 
Church from 11:30 to noon Monday through Friday.    The program is open to any school-aged child in the area, 
no registration is required, just show up for food and fun!  The program is always in need of volunteers so call 
the YWCA at 647-0441, if you are interested.   
 

*The Salvation Army is providing a FREE Youth Mid-Day Drop Center from 11am to 2pm, Monday through Fri-
day, June 1 - August 11, 2017.  That means kids eating in Canton can drop in for fun activities before and / or 
after lunch service at noon.  Please help spread the word about the Summer Food Program and the Mid-Day 
Drop-In Center, and if you would like to volunteer with The Salvation Army, please contact Lt. Sarah Eddy at 
647-0732, or Sarah_Eddy@usc.salvationarmy.org    

Garden Walk June 10th 
The Spoon River Garden Club is hosting their annual Garden Walk on Saturday, June 10, 2017, 
from 10:00am - 2:00pm.  Tickets are available at CJ Flowers, HyVee, Walter’s Flowers, and  
American Grille - tickets are $10.00 the day of the walk, or there is an early bird special of 
$8.00 a ticket.     

mailto:Sarah_Eddy@usc.salvationarmy.org

